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CITY COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE 
Planning & Development Committees 
Wednesday, May 22, 2013 – 6:30 p.m. 

1st Fl. Council Committee Room – City Hall 
-Minutes- 

 
Present:  Councilor Greg Verga, Chair; Councilor Jackie Hardy; Councilor Steve LeBlanc.  
Absent:   
Also Present:  Stephen Winslow; Peter Glynn, National Grid; Linda T. Lowe; Councilor Melissa Cox, 
Barbara Berry.  
 
Meeting called to order at 7:02 PM.  
  
1. Memorandum from Planning Director re: Land Disposition Applications- National Grid Requests for 

Easements as relates to 26 Centennial Avenue, Assessor’s Map 4, Lot 1 (Cont’d from 05/08/13) 
 
 Stephen Winslow, Senior Project Manager, introduced Peter Glynn, a representative from National Grid. Mr. 
Winslow stated that he is the Project Manager but is not on the Renewal of Newell Stadium Committee. He 
continued by explaining that the easement is to provide National Grid with the proper easement for a new 
transformer at Newell Stadium and that all electrical service is being relocated to one transformer rather than two at 
the Stadium. Mr. Winslow provided examples of specific items being powered and some electrical improvements 
being made at the site. He also noted that an easement was in existence for the pervious transformer and this request 
would be relocating that aerial easement. There is also an easement from the pole to the residences across the street 
as the pole was moved to accommodate Newell improvements. Councilor Hardy  stated that at the May 9, 2013 
P&D Committee meeting there was no information regarding the poles being used or pole locations and asked what 
does the pole being used look like. Mr. Winslow stated that there is an existing pole, and there are no plans to 
change that. Mr. Glynn confirmed that National Grid will be using the same pole, just relocating it. The only thing 
changing is the transformer pad.  
 Councilor Hardy  stated that according to the easement sketch it appears the pole is close to a fence. Mr. 
Winslow confirmed that there is a fence line. Councilor Hardy asked where the doors for the restrooms would be 
in relation to the poles. Mr. Winslow stated the doors will be on the sides opposite the pole. There is a utility room 
on the side of the pole, but National Grid is aware and is making accommodations. Councilor Hardy stated that the 
address should be changed from 7 to 9 Dale Avenue in the easement documents. Councilor Hardy followed up 
with DPW regarding the costs stated in the easement and was assured the funds will be available and the service fee 
is remaining the same. There was discussion regarding how to refer to National Grid. Councilor Hardy asked if this 
will need to go before City Council for a public hearing. Ms. Lowe stated that this is not the case. She added that 
City Council will have to approve, but there will not be a public hearing. Councilor Hardy  asked if National Grid 
can go in and change the size and shape of pole changes without approval. Mr. Glynn stated that National Grid has 
been asked to change the guide wire, but the pole itself will remain the same. He added that National Grid does have 
the right to repair and replace that pole if necessary. Mr. Winslow stated the Mayor will be extending an invitation 
to the City Council to visit the Newell Stadium site in the near future.  

 
 
MOTION: On motion by Councilor Hardy, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Planning & Development 
Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend to the City Council pursuant to GCO Sec. 2-3(2)(d) to 
grant an easement to Mass Electric DBA National Grid at Newell Stadium at Centennial Avenue #26 as 
provided in the easement documents dated August 6, 2012 as attached to these minutes.  
 
 
2. Memorandum from Mayor and revised RFP re: 65 Rogers Street (I4-C2) (Cont’d from 02/06/13) 

 
 Councilor Verga stated he received an email from Jim Duggan asking to continue this matter to a P&D 
meeting at a later date. This request was made due to there being only one response to the RFP. The RFP will be 
revisited and revised.  
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MOTION:  On motion by Councilor Hardy, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Planning & Development 
Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to grant continuance to June 19, 2013 meeting of the Planning and 
Development Committee.     
 
 
3. Review & Recommendation for the Disposition of Real Property re: property located at 8 Washington Street 

(Legion Building) 
 

 There will be a site visit Friday, May 24, 2013 at 2 PM for the members of the P&D Committee. Mr. Hafey will 
be escorting the Councilors through the Legion Building.  
 
MOTION:  On motion by Councilor Hardy, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Planning & Development 
Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to continue this matter to the June 5, 2013 meeting of the Planning 
and Development Committee.   
 
 
4. Special Events 

 
 Barbara Berry , Race Director for the YMCA, introduced herself. Ms. Lowe stated Ms. Berry has appeared 
before the Special Events Advisory Committee in regards to all three of these Road Races. All three races have been 
performed for a number of years, Ms. Berry has been cooperative, and the Special Events Advisory Committee is 
confident these events will be run well. Councilor Verga asked if the insurance certificates and all other 
requirements will be met on time. Ms. Lowe stated the insurance certificate is already in and covers all of the races. 
Ms. Berry stated that she has met with Sander Schultz and Lt. Gossom and has received recommendations 
regarding improving communications and other aspects of the logistics. Councilor Hardy  asked if Ms. Berry has 
already been in touch with the Cape Ann Amateur Radio Association. Ms. Berry said she has and that they have 
been very helpful. Councilor Hardy  asked if anything is changing from last year to this year. She also asked if there 
is anything the City can do to help improve these races. Ms. Berry stated the Fiesta race just grows. This is its tenth 
year and is run primarily by Gloucester residents. Ms. Berry expects about 800or 900 people at this event. She 
makes every effort to get people to register beforehand.  She added that the Police have been great and are fantastic 
at controlling the crowds. Ms. Lowe added that the streets do not need to be closed as the Police will be directing 
traffic for the Fiesta 5K.  
 Councilor Hardy  asked if any of the streets along the race route are currently undergoing repair. Councilor 
LeBlanc stated that currently, the road in front of Connolly’s is being dug up. Councilor Hardy  suggested Ms. 
Berry inform the DPW a few days ahead of time to make sure the holes are filled or covered as best as possible to 
prevent injury to race participants. Ms. Berry stated she will connect with Mark Cole regarding Councilor Hardy’s 
suggestion. She also stated the only thing they wanted to change this year was the time of the Labor Day races, but 
in checking the time of the train schedule it does not coincide well with the race. This race is about 80 years old this 
year and is one of the hardest 25Ks in the country. Councilor Hardy  asked how many people usually participate. 
Ms. Berry stated that not as many as she would like. Councilor Hardy  asked how the City Councilors can help to 
get more people to come. Ms. Berry discussed her ongoing work to research the history of the race in order to help 
promotion. Councilor Hardy  suggested working with Cape Ann TV once the history is compiled. She also asked if 
there will be have comfort stations for the Around the Cape 25K. Ms. Berry confirmed there will be comfort 
stations located at O’Malley Middle School, but nowhere else along the race route. Councilor Hardy  asked Ms. 
Berry to make sure the comfort stations are removed in a timely manner. Ms. Berry said that she will. They will be 
picked up at 3PM. She added that half of the units are donated by The Shed. Ms. Berry added that there will be 
signs a week before the Run the Goose event to alert residents to its occurrence.  
 Councilor Hardy  asked Ms. Berry how she found the experience of going through a committee as part of the 
screening process. Ms. Berry stated that overall it will be helpful, but she was not given much notice of this recent 
addition to the Events process. She added that it makes sense and in the long run will help streamline 
communication. Councilor Hardy stated that it is working so far for the P&D committee and thanked Ms. Berry for 
all of her hard work on these events.  

 
 

A. St. Peter’s Fiesta 5K Road Race on June 27, 2013 
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MOTION:  On motion by Councilor Hardy, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Planning & Development 
Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed recommended to the City Council to permit the Cape Ann YMCA on 
June 27, 2013 to hold the St. Peter’s Fiesta Road Race with the following conditions: 
 
1. Certificate of Insurance: 
 A Certificate of Insurance naming the City as an additional insured party is on file with the City Clerk’s 
 Office. 
2. Road Closure Plans: 
 Applicant must have Police/Fire Department approval of any road closure/traffic plans 30 days before 
 event, including any police details. Roads to be closed are to be marked with signage directing the public 
 as to the duration of the closure and alternate routes.  Any substantial changes, as determined by either 
 the Police or Fire Chief or their designees to the route or related to safety issues will require Council 
 approval. 
3. Refuse and Comfort Stations: 
 All refuse and recycling due to this event must be removed by the organizer.  Any portable toilets (with 
 two handicap accessible) are to be provided and maintained by the organizer, placed the evening before 
 the event or early on the day of the event and removed by 9 p.m. the day of the event. 
4. Emergency Services are as determined by City EMS Director. 
5. Staffing: 
 Event staff to have cell phones and to wear distinct shirts.  A list of event staff and cell phone numbers to 
 be submitted to Police, Fire and DPW Departments. 
6. Notification to Immediate Abutters and Businesses to Race Course: 
 Written notice shall be made by event organizer at least seven days in advance of the event to function 
 halls, motels and hotels and other businesses along the route. 
7. Responsibility of the Cape Ann YMCA: 
 The applicant is also required to obtain any necessary approvals from the Licensing Board, the Public 
 Health Department and the Licensing Commission.  It is the sole responsibility of the Cape Ann YMCA 
 to ensure that all required documentation is timely filed with the appropriate City departments as 
 indicated.  Failure to comply with any conditions precedent may result in permit revocation. 

 
B. Around the Cape 25K Road Race on September 2, 2013  

 
MOTION:  On motion by Councilor Hardy, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Planning & Development 
Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend to the City Council to permit the Cape Ann YMCA on 
September 2, 2013 to hold the 25K Around the Cape Road Race with the following conditions: 
 
1. Certificate of Insurance: 
 A Certificate of Insurance naming the City as an additional insured party is on file with the City Clerk’s 
 Office. 
2. Road Closure Plans: 
 Applicant must have Police/Fire Department approval of any road closure/traffic plans 30 days before 
 event, including any police details. Roads to be closed are to be marked with signage directing the public 
 as to the duration of the closure and alternate routes.  Any substantial changes, as determined by either 
 the Police or Fire Chief or their designees to the route or related to safety issues will require Council 
 approval. 
3. Refuse and Comfort Stations: 
 All refuse and recycling due to this event must be removed by the organizer.  Any portable toilets (with 
 two handicap accessible) are to be provided and maintained by the organizer, placed the evening before 
 the event or early on the day of the event and removed by 9 p.m. the day of the event. 
4. Emergency Services are as determined by City EMS Director. 
5. Staffing: 
 Event staff to have cell phones and to wear distinct shirts.  A list of event staff and cell phone numbers to 
 be submitted to Police, Fire and DPW Departments. 
6. Notification to Immediate Abutters and Businesses to Race Course: 
 Written notice shall be made by event organizer at least seven days in advance of the event to function 
 halls, motels and hotels and other businesses along the route. 
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7. Responsibility of the Cape Ann YMCA: 
 The applicant is also required to obtain any necessary approvals from the Licensing Board, the Public 
 Health Department and the Licensing Commission.  It is the sole responsibility of the Cape Ann YMCA 
 to ensure that all required documentation is timely filed with the appropriate City departments as 
 indicated.  Failure to comply with any conditions precedent may result in permit revocation. 
 

C. Run the Goose 7K Road Race on September 2, 2013 
 

MOTION:  On motion by Councilor Hardy, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Planning & Development 
Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed to recommend to the City Council to permit the Cape Ann YMCA on 
September 2, 2013 to hold the 7K Run the Goose Road Race with the following conditions: 
 
1. Certificate of Insurance: 
 A Certificate of Insurance naming the City as an additional insured party is on file with the City Clerk’s 
 Office. 
2. Road Closure Plans: 
 Applicant must have Police/Fire Department approval of any road closure/traffic plans 30 days before 
 event, including any police details. Roads to be closed are to be marked with signage directing the public 
 as to the duration of the closure and alternate routes.  Any substantial changes, as determined by either 
 the Police or Fire Chief or their designees to the route or related to safety issues will require Council 
 approval. 
3. Refuse and Comfort Stations: 
 All refuse and recycling due to this event must be removed by the organizer.  Any portable toilets (with 
 two handicap accessible) are to be provided and maintained by the organizer, placed the evening before 
 the event or early on the day of the event and removed by 9 p.m. the day of the event. 
4. Emergency Services are as determined by City EMS Director. 
5. Staffing: 
 Event staff to have cell phones and to wear distinct shirts.  A list of event staff and cell phone numbers to 
 be submitted to Police, Fire and DPW Departments. 
6. Notification to Immediate Abutters and Businesses to Race Course: 
 Written notice shall be made by event organizer at least seven days in advance of the event to function 
 halls, motels and hotels and other businesses along the route. 
7. Responsibility of the Cape Ann YMCA: 
 The applicant is also required to obtain any necessary approvals from the Licensing Board, the Public 
 Health Department and the Licensing Commission.  It is the sole responsibility of the Cape Ann YMCA 
 to ensure that all required documentation is timely filed with the appropriate City departments as 
 indicated.  Failure to comply with any conditions precedent may result in permit revocation. 
 
Councilor Verga asked if the Cycle Cross has come through the Special Events Advisory Committee. Ms. Lowe 
stated that it went to the Special Events Advisory Committee at its last meeting, on May 2nd, and a representative has 
completed the form to appear before City Council has been completed. She added that it should be in the P&D 
Committee packet this weekend. Councilor Verga stated that he just wanted to make sure they are planning a site 
visit. Ms. Lowe stated that they are aware of the requirements as there was a fairly long discussion at the Special 
Events Advisory Committee. Councilor Hardy  asked whether or not John McCarthy came in for the Flag 
Dedication. Ms. Lowe stated that she is fairly certain it is on the agenda.  
 
A motion was made, seconded and voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:06PM.  
At 7:07 the meeting was reopened.  
 
Councilor Verga stated that Councilor Tobey made a request of the committee to file a request with the Grants and 
Purchasing offices regarding the Legion. He would like them to compile a full accounting of the costs incurred by 
the City for the exterior and interior renovations of the building during his tenure as Mayor.  
 
MOTION: On motion by Councilor Hardy, seconded by Councilor LeBlanc, the Planning & Development 
Committee voted 3 in favor, 0 opposed, to request from the Grants and Purchasing offices a full accounting of 
the costs incurred by the City for the exterior and interior renovations of the Legion Building located at #8 
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Washington Street, for the period of 1994-2002, making sure to segregate out the grant sources which were 
involved in those efforts. 
 
A motion was made, seconded and voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:09PM.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jaimie Corliss 
Principal Clerk 
 
DOCUMENTS/ITEMS SUBMITTED AT MEETING :   
·  Nation Grid Easement Sketch submitted by Peter Glynn, National Grid 
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